
 

THE  NEXT TWO WEEKS AT CEDARA In this issue.. 

 

Tuesday, 24 April: Institute Liturgy (5 pm, Bishop Jan De  
      Groef M.Afr presiding) 
Friday, 27 April: Freedom day- Public Holiday- NO      
   LECTURES 
Tuesday, 1 May: Workers Day-Public Holiday-NO    
  LECTURES 
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DOCTOR CLIFORD MADONO 
 

Mr Cliford Madondo, lecturer in the Development Studies pro-
gramme, is now Doctor Cliford Madondo. He received his PhD 
from the University of KwaZulu-Natal on Monday, 23 April. His 
thesis was titled An exploratory study of the imperatives for en-
dogenous small and medium entrepreneurship in Mvuma, Zim-
babwe.  Congratulations, Dr Madondo!! 
 

Welcome to Exchange Students    
  

 Three students from the College of the Transfiguration 

have arrived to spend two weeks at St Joseph’s, partici-
pating in classes and other activities.  We welcome Pearl 
Nzuza of the Diocese of Natal who is being hosted by the 
Missionaries of Africa,  Patrick Msengana of the Diocese 
of Mbashe  who is staying with the SCJ Community and 
Thamsanqa Latha also of the Diocese of Natal who will 
be with the community at Abbot Francis House. 

 
SJTI Exchange Students 

 
Three SJTI students are participating in the 2018 Exchange 
Programme:  Francis Chibota SAC (Theology 3),  Sr Nelly 
Iyese MOC (Development Studies) and Christian Ouedraogo 
MAfr (Theology 2). They will spend two weeks at the Col-
lege. 
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Earth Day 2018 

Sue Rakoczy IHM 
 

 Sunday, 22 April, was Earth Day around the world.  The first Earth Day was 
held in 1970, at the beginning of the modern environmental movement.  This 
year’s theme focuses on reducing the use of plastic and ending plastic pollu-
tion.  Plastic materials take an astounding long time to decompose. Here are a few 
examples: plastic bottles: 70-450 years and plastic bags: 500-1000 years.  The 
world’s oceans are filled with millions (maybe billions) of plastic which harms and 
kills the fish and sea creatures that call the oceans home. 

What can we do to reduce our use of plastic? A local supermarket no longer 
sells plastic bags—what is available are cardboard boxes (free) and paper bags at a 
small cost. Net bags for purchasing produce (also a small cost and reusable many 
times) end reliance on plastic bags in the fruit and vegetable section.  Limit the use 
of plastic water bottles. These are practical examples of what Pope Francis calls 
“ecological conversion” in his encyclical ‘Laudato Si’.  Conversion demands change. 
How can we as an Institute community deepen this conversion? How can the for-
mation communities be models of ecological conversion? 

Earth Day is one day a year. Earth awareness and care is a 365 day challenge. 
 

 

 
Freedom Day 2018 

Sue Rakoczy IHM 
 

 South Africa marks Freedom Day each year on the 27th of April as a public 
holiday.  Since the majority of SJTI students are from many other African countries 
that day may not mean much more than a welcome free day from lectures. But 
that is the least important aspect of the day. 
 27 April 1994 was a momentous day in South African history since for the 
first time  all South Africans (and permanent residents like myself) voted for a free 
and democratic society.  Photo archives show long queues of people of all races 
waiting patiently for hours to cast their votes.  Perhaps the most famous photo is 
that of former President Nelson Mandela casting his vote at Ohlange High School 
near Durban; he smiled broadly in triumph. The new South Africa was born with all 
the hope any birth brings. 
 Twenty-four years later  we celebrate Freedom Day in a much different coun-
try. The Zuma years have ended, although the effects of state capture and massive 
corruption have weakened democratic government and 
cost the country 56 billion rands of missing/misused funds.  The political rhetoric is 
new: “a new dawn” and “send me”. 



 

 Freedom Day still matters because it reminds us that the birth right of South 
Africa is not the slavery of corruption and maladministration but the freedom to 
bring the gifts of all South Africa together for the good of all—to make ubuntu real 
and concrete every day. 
                                                                                                                                 

 

PRIDE 

Lemohang Tebeli OP 
 

I have in my own view, noticed that there are so many things happening 

around us and in nature that we cannot control. For example, we cannot con-

trol how, where and to whom we are born. We may also at times, fail to con-

trol most of the conflicts that arise around us. However, there are certain 

things we can try to control and one of them is PRIDE. I wish to point out 

that Pride from the Old Testament perspective, is what destroyed the perfect 

relationship which existed between God and Humanity (Gen3:12-15). In the 

similar vein, a proud person usually exhibits elements of egocentrism, mak-

ing careless and needless mistakes because he or she is not willing to be cor-

rected. This entails that habitual pride usually prevents one from receiving 

well-meaning advice. The last thing the proud person would want to hear is 

something that cuts him or her down size. The very idea that they can be 

wrong or make a mistake is disrespectful to them. In other words, to utter 

such words of correction is actually blasphemous. Furthermore, Pride pos-

sesses a real danger towards our relationship with God.  A proud person for-

gets God. He or she no longer occupies godly thoughts but rather focus on 

building one’s empire in which God is not included. In this manner, I have 

heard people referring to Pride as evil. Well, Pride can yield evil once it un-

dermines God’s sovereignty especially in us who are created in His image. In 

other words, ‘the fear of the Lord is hatred of evil. Pride and arrogance and 

the way of evil and perverted speech I hate’ (Proverbs 8: 13). So, what can 

one do to avoid pride which leads to evil?  I think one has to realize and live 

a more discerning lifestyle. Embracing humility (1phil 2: 6- 10), adopting a 

meaningful prayer life which leads to constants efforts of living up to godly 

standards. One has to realize that pride destroys one’s relationship with God 

and others. It sows disharmony in families and in our own Christian commu-

nities. Remember when pride is perpetuated, one becomes jealous of others, 

self-righteousness ‘knocks in’. So, the only healing remedy is for one to turn 

to God and pray for the grace of humility. That is our invitation. 
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CATECHESIS: DEPOSIT OF FAITH AND INTELLECTUAL KNOWLEDGE – Fe-
lisberto J Dumbo, SCJ & Kelvin F Banda, OP 

 Catechesis is about passing on of the faith to the new generation or mem-
bers of the Church who are also on the same spiritual journey of faith. Catech-
esis is not confined to music, dances or games. Catechesis goes beyond such. 
Catechesis must transform and shape the catechumens’ way of relating them-
selves to God and to the community of faith. That is why the reception of any 
sacrament is a result of serious catechesis. When a person does not know the 
basics of Christian faith, either in theory or practice, the person should not re-
ceive the sacrament. Otherwise we are not imparting faith. Thereby, some 
would start seeing the sacraments as mere acts which must be received and 
consequently ignore the content and what is fundamental in receiving any sac-
rament. Thus, fixing attention on its exteriority.      
 Catechesis helps Christians to reflect on the teaching of the faith. Unfortu-
nately, today sometimes catechism lessons are not taken seriously. It is not 
known whether it is inculturation or adaptation in some Parishes. But, the fact 
is that, many Christians do not know even how to pray the “Our Father, the 
Creed or Glory be” without reading from the power point or from the leaflets. 
Of course, it is not enough to know by heart if one does not live what one pro-
fesses. However, it is also shameful to have a couple of Christians who are igno-
rant of what they are supposed to know by heart to help them live it.  
 For Jacques Audinet (1975:177), ‘catechism for the young remains a privi-
leged instrument of the catechesis. It makes use of suitable pedagogical devic-
es, always with an eye on the goal of catechesis. That is, to make the child re-
ceptive to the word of God’. The question is: is it normal for children not to able 
to bear in mind what they receive as deposit or teaching of the Catholic faith? 
On this, the proposal would be that, when teaching catechism to children, 
teachers should be prepared and use methodologies which are effective to help 
children to assimilate and experience in their daily life; so that new members 
in the Church may be able to defend their faith when engaging with people 
from other Churches. If not, Catholics will always be people who go to Church 
on Sundays, without knowing their faith.      

Theologians and philosophers of SJTI: Intellectual contribution to 
knowledge 

 The Church is wise enough to combine philosophical and theological 
courses as a condition sine qua non even though some just go directly to theol-
ogy. Nevertheless, philosophy is a necessary course to do. This is because it is 
somehow impossible to elaborate a theological project in terms of systematic 
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theology without a serious, honest engagement and commitment to philosoph-
ical options, which, in this case should be Christian philosophy without ignor-
ing the contribution of Modern and Contemporary philosophy. Therefore, it is 
believed that, philosophy should not be studied as a means to becoming a 
priest or brother, but rather it should be studied to continue the philosophical 
tradition passed on by scholastics and patristic philosophers who constructed 
systematic theology based on a Platonic and Aristotelic views through philo-
sophical engagement and reasoning.        
 Therefore, today, our contribution in this academy must be based not only 
on philosophical repetition of what Aquinas or Doctor’s Grace (Saint Augus-
tine) said, but it must help us to go beyond the delimitation of post conciliar 
spirit. Today we must develop a pluralistic way of doing philosophy in the 
sense that seminarians must be taught in a diversified manner –  new methods 
must be introduced so that we may contribute to science. There must be a 
change in mentality by not seeing philosophy as just a first step to be studied 
to become a priest. We need to contribute to society whenever we dialogue 
with existentialist, Marxists, personalist, atheists so that we are able to have an 
integrated worldview. Dialogue is only possible if Christians philosophers keep 
‘fidelity to the heritage of ancient and medieval philosophy…[Because], authen-
tic developments of Christian doctrine are recognisable by the continuity of 
their conservative action on their own past’ (Dulles 1992:130).     
 Lastly, as Aquinas would say, experiential knowledge facilitated in catech-
esis of the human person is a truly a human personal act. Meaning that, stu-
dents of philosophy and theology need to grow in knowledge through experi-
ence, which surfaces from Catholic tradition and scripture that is gained from 
catechesis. Catechical experiential knowledge should equip us to meet philo-
sophical-theological and cultural objections to religion, basically to Christian 
doctrine and the Catholic tradition – to be able to defend ones and the Catholic 
faith. The purpose of catechesis is to impart Christian faith, to usher the Chris-
tian into a genuine life-faith of the Church – to know the sacraments well – to 
necessitate the Christian faith. The question is: “When the Son of Man comes, 
will He find faith on earth?” (Luke 18:8 NRSV).  
 

‘PERHAPS IT IS TRUE’ 
By Octavio Bernardo. 

 
The question of truth is of crucial importance in a world which is 

pervaded with dictatorial relativism. This is one of the reasons why 
John Paul II wrote Fides et Ratio. An encyclical which in the words 

of Cardinal Ratzinger ‘‘seeks to rehabilitate the question of truth in a 
world characterized by relativism’’ (Jankunas 2010:150). Ratzinger 
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goes on saying that the encyclical sought to reinstate truth as ra-
tional and scientific  task in the situation of modern science which 

does indeed seek truths but which to a great extent disqualifies and 
trivializes the search for truth as being unscientific; it is attempting 

this otherwise faith loses the air its breathes (:150). It is important 
to note that although the encyclical was written in the past its rele-

vance and message is undeniably current. The encyclical continues 
speaking to us precisely when we come to realize that our human 

pursuit and science is not an exception have to ‘answer coherently 
to reality’. This brings together the idea according to which any sci-

ence worth of the name is under an obligation to ground itself in an 
engagement with the real world, and to offer a coherent account of 

what it encounters ( MacGrath :247).  
 In ‘Truth and Freedom’, also published in 1996, Ratzinger wrote 
that ‘there is no great philosophy which does not draw life from lis-

tening to and accepting religious tradition. Wherever this relation is 
cut off, philosophical thought withers and becomes a mere concep-

tual game. With this regard, dialogue seems to be not just an addi-
tional extra but a fundamental journey towards the truth. In his 

1999’s lecture given at St Patricks’ Seminary Joseph Ratzinger start-
ed off with a story from C.S. Lewis. The story brings light to the dan-

gers faced by modern man and woman. Screwtape or ‘higher demon 
writes a letter to his nephew, a junior demon who is a beginner in 

the work of human seduction. As far as the story is concerned ‘the 
junior demon may have expressed some concern to his uncle over 

the fact that intelligent people are especially prone to read books 
containing the wisdom of the ancients, and by doing so, they may 

come upon traces of the truth. Screwtape responds by reassuring 
him that the spirits from below have succeeded in inculcating 

among educated people something which makes that very unlikely. 

It is called 'the Historical Point of View' and it works this way: `The 
Historical Point of View, put briefly, means that when a learned man 

is presented with any statement from an ancient author, the one 
question he never asks is whether it is true. He asks who influenced 

the ancient writer, and how far the statement is consistent with 
what he said in other books, and what phase in the writer's develop-

ment, or in the general history of thought, it illustrates... and so on’. 
 We come thereby to the perplexed stage whereby scholarship 
becomes an immunization to the truth. Before the ancient texts for 

example the concern is no longer whether the viewpoint of the au-
thor is true. In other words the question of truth is systematically ig-
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nored while studying ancient author such as Dante or Plato. Quite 
often scholar seeks to give an historical understanding of the text. 

They place the text in its socio-cultural context. They try to see the 
coherence and how the ideas are systematically arranged in the 

work but they quite often do not tell whether those ideas are true or 
not. This is what Kuhn would call paradigm shift. We no longer need 

to ask what is. Such a question seems to be pointless when the only 
concern is what we are able to do with things. The issue is not 

‘truth, but praxis, the dominion of things for our needs’. This para-
digm shift is the burden of our time however, far from passively ac-

cepting it we ought to fight against it. 
 Human, at the present juncture in history are facing quite a lot 
of challenges. Within the intellectual world it has become more and 

more difficult to recognize something as definitive. As a result we 
have what Ratzinger calls dictatorial relativism. Perhaps it would be 

appropriate to cite a Jewish story told by Martin Buber. There was a 
man whose worldview was that of the Enlightenment, a quite 

learned man who had heard of the Rabbi of Berditchev, paid a visit 
to him in order to argue as was customary to him with the intention 

of knocking down the proofs of the truth of the Rabbi’s faith. When 
he entered the Rabbi’s room, he found him walking up and down 

with a book in his hand, rapt in thought. Surprisingly the Rabbi 
paid little if no attention to the learned man who had just entered 

his room. ‘Suddenly he stopped, looked at him fleetingly, and said 

but perhaps it is true after all. The scholar tried in vain to collect 
himself-his knees trembled, so terrible was the Rabbi to behold and 

so terrible his simple utterance to hear’. However, the Rabbi 
Yitschak now turned to him to face him down and spoke to him 

quite calmly: ‘My son, the great scholars of the Torah with whom 
you have argued wasted their words on you; as you departed you 

laughed at them. They were unable to lay God and his kingdom on 
the table before you, and neither can I’’. But, think accordingly my 

son ‘perhaps it is true’. Ratzinger concluded the story with subse-
quent remarks ‘the exponent of the Enlightenment opposed him 

with all his strength; but this terrible ‘‘perhaps” that echoed back at 

him time after time broke his resistance (2004:46).  
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SJTI Website: http://www.sjti.ac.za 

Applications and Student Records: registrar@sjti.ac.za 

Academic Dean: dean@sjti.ac.za 

Sibanda Gideon MTh,  Head of Development Studies: hodsrs@sjti.ac.za 

James Calder PhD, Head of Philosophy Department: calderjg2003b@yahoo.ca 

Patrick O’Sullivan STL, Head of Theology Department: hodth@sjti.ac.za 

Institute Facebook Page: 

https://www.facebook.com/St-Josephs-Theological-Institute-182152505476216/ 

Student Forum Office: studentsforumsjti@gmail.com 

Student Body Facebook Page: 

            https://www.facebook.com/pages/St-Josephs-Theological-Institute-

Student-Forum/431392193576786 
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